
EDUCATION 
                                  Lesson Plan: Advertisements 

 
 
Objective:  Students will be able to describe the educational offerings for people with  
                    disabilities in the early years. 

 
                    
Materials:  Sample advertisements 
                    Advertisement Planning Page Worksheet 
                   Website pages 
 
Vocabulary: calisthenics idiot self supporting 

dormitories institution vocational instruction 
feeble-minded intellectual disabilities  
hearing impairments neurological  

 
  
 
 
New York State Learning Standards: 

 
SS Standard 1: History of the United States and New York 

 ELA Standard 1: Language for Information and Understanding 
 ELA Standard 3: Language for Critical Analysis and Evaluation 
 ELA Standard 4: Language for Social Interaction 

 

Procedure: 

1. The teacher should view the Education section of the Society wing of the website for 
background information. Note: the names of the schools are historically correct and 
the use of words like idiot, feeble-minded, etc., should be discussed with students 
within that historical perspective. 

2. Selections from the website can be viewed by the students online or copies of those 
pages can be printed for student use. 

3. Discuss the reasons to send people with disabilities to these schools. 
4. Examine the kinds of activities that were offered at the schools on the website. 
5. Examine the advertisements found on the website. 
6. Have students work in pairs to look at the advertisements in detail and to discuss 

ideas for similar ads that might have been used at that time. Then have each pair 
create an original advertisement. 

7. Have students share their advertisements. 
8. Ask students to think about advertisements that might be used in recent times and 

discuss what would be the same and what would be different. 
 
Closure/Ticket out the door: Suppose you have a family member with a developmental 
disability, what educational offerings would be important to you? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For historical accuracy and to illustrate changing views of society, words and language used in different eras are 
part of the website and lessons. No offense is intended toward people with disabilities, their families or advocates. 
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Sample Advertisements 
 

 



 
 
Name:           
    

 
Advertisements – Planning Page 

 
Your advertising agency has been asked to submit ads for a school for people with 
disabilities. You and your partner should do your best to secure the contract. First use the 
planning page provided. Then make a good copy to submit for review. Remember it is 
the early 1900’s. 
 
 
IDEAS: 
 
Name of school: __________________________________________________ 
 
Who should attend: ________________________________________________ 
            ________________________________________________ 
  
Advantages: 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
ADVERTISEMENTS: 
 
Rough Draft 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LP: Advertisements

 


